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Black and white but
still green all over

CzecH BusINESs WEERLY

Electronic paper, which for a long time
existed only on the pages of science-fiction,
is slowly but surely becoming a reality.

E-paper is basically a flat panel display, but
unlike the displays that are put into moni
tors and television sets, e- paper does not use
a backlight to display the images. It reflects
Tight just like regular pulp-based paper and
is flexible.

‘While the disadvantage of this technol-
ogy is that one can’t see images on the dis-
play in the dark - you need external light just
like when you are reading a book - and its
color reproduction still needs improvement,
itis more than compensated for by its energy
efficiency. It can hold its currently displayed
image indefinitely and uses electricity only

when the image needs to be changed, Elec-
tronic paper doesn't refresh the image con-

stantly as TVs and monitors do and this
creates a more stable image, which makes
reading the paper less straining on the eyes.

Some ¢-readers based on this technology
have been around for a couple of years, it was
not till last year, when online retailer Ama
zon.com introduced Amazon Kindle, that
things started to look up for this ecologi
cal reading method. Not only did it start 10
market this device, but more importantly it
started to offer content for it.

‘This technology got another recent boost
when public libraries in the U.S. struck a deal

with sev-
eral publish-
ers  includ-
ing Penguin
Group.

Library
patrons now
can bor-
row  books,
for  exam-
ple, by Ste-
phen King or
Nick Hornby,
read  them
on their e-
books and
never worry about paying a fine for return-
ing the books late. After a set time the file is
deleted automatically.

While the devices are quite expensive, this
too could soon change. U.K.-based company
Plastic Logic plans to launch mass produc
tion in Dresden, Germany. The company in
August raised another $50 million and now
has $200 million for this adventure,

And the cherry on the top of the e-paper’s
celebration cake is an announcement by U.S.
magazine Esquire to publish its September
issue with electronic paper on the cover. But
the stunt is a little smudged by the issue being
funded by an ad from Ford Motor Com-
pany for its new sport utility vehicle, the Flex
Crossover. As we all know, SUVs are not very
green, are they? m
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One job down, on to
the next challenge

Patricia FISCHER

Although professional software solution
provider Novell Hungary Kit had only a
few months to install a4 new identity and
authority managing system for the more
than 10,000 employees of Magyar Telekom
Zrt, it met the challenge. And after intro-
ducing the system at the beginning of this
year, Novell is engaged in further develop-
ments for the company.

The decision to integrate the information
systems of T-Com, T-Systems, T-Mobile,
T-Online #nd Emitel was born in summer
2007, Besides Novell, two other compa-
nies were in the bidding, and the fact that
all three had (o prove their competence
through a short practical test made the
entire bidding process even more unigue,
said Laszlo Gerencseér, head of the IT secu-
rity department at Magyar Telekom.

The new system replaces several dif-
ferent identity and authorization systems
developed by Magyar Telekom. As a result
of the development, Magyar Telekom now
can use & Hungarian-language system that
is managed from a central location. The
Novell Tdentity Manager (NIM) is also
compatible with other software such as MS-
Exchange, Oracle and SAP.

The fact that due t lack of time there
was mo lesting period for NIM contrib-
uted o the challenge Novell had to face.
Employees did not receive any training and

there was no substitute plan if the new sys-
tem failed. Gerencsér said that by the time
the new system was installed, the majority
of employees’ authorizations had expired
and it was especially important for the new
system to operate smoothly,

Launched in January, the system has
been further developed, It handles more
than 10,000 users. 300 IT systems and
more than 150,000 registered authoriza-
tions.

Gerenesér said that due to the quick
start, there was no time for considering
aspects of convenience. In the second
phase of the project, developers are focus-
ing on integrating the different processes
and consolidating the system’s architec-
ture, while during the third phase ~ from
the beginning of 2009 — the authorization
administration will be automated.

The effectiveness of the system will
be measured after a year of operation
but certain tests will be executed in the
meantime to avoid any problems..

Tamds Szittya, managing director of
Novell Hungary Kft, said the Novell
Identity Manager had been proved sev-
eral times before: according to data from
IDC Hungary, Novell was market leader
with 33% share on the authorization mar-
ket in Hungary in 2006.

Among others, the Hungarian Police
Department and Hungarian courts use the
NIM system, m



