










PowerConvert Features

Workload Portability

Anywhere-to-anywhere Conversions
Free server workloads from the underlying 
hardware and move or copy them to and from 
physical and virtual hosts or images on demand. 
PowerConvert automatically configures the server 
workload to operate on the target environment, 
making driver, kernel and other necessary changes.

Live Transfer
PowerConvert Live Transfer enables the migration 
or image capture of active Windows servers 
without taking the source servers offline or having 
to reboot. Reduce system downtime during 
migration or create regular backups of production 
systems. Concurrent live transfers, managed 
through a central administration point, help to 
accelerate consolidation efforts

File and Block-level Replication
PowerConvert supports both file and block-level 
replication. High-speed block-level replication 
enables the movement of transactional workloads 
such as mail servers and database servers. With 
block-level transfer, only the portion of a file that 
has changed is replicated, making it ideal for 
incrementally synchronizing large database servers 
and enabling efficient offsite data transfers. 
File-based replication provides a cost-effective 
solution for moving or copying less critical 
workloads while maintaining server uptime. 

Server SyncTM

Reduce the risks associated with workload 
relocation projects like server consolidation and 
data center relocation. Perform an initial transfer 
to the target site or host, test the workload in the 
new location while continuing to run the source, 
and then perform a final sync before cutting over 
the workload. Server Sync also helps when the 
source and destination are geographically 
distributed. Removing the necessity for a full 
system replication can dramatically accelerate 
workload migrations over the wide area network. 

Workload Protection

Cost-effective Consolidated Backup 
and Recovery
Incremental synchronization can occur at 
user-defined intervals to maintain currency between 
production environments and virtual standby 
systems. Multiple hardware-independent virtual 
recovery environments can be hosted on a single 
platform to provide an affordable disaster recovery 
alternative for previously under-protected servers.

Easy Test Recovery
PowerConvert allows data centers to quickly test 
recovery plans without disruption to the backup 
process, bringing simplified, auditable testing to 
disaster recovery procedures. 

One Click Failover
Recover workloads quickly by booting up a 
replicated copy on the virtual recovery server.

Secure Conversions
128-bit AES encryption and end-to-end SSL 
support provide state-of-the-art protection for 
high-security data center environments.

PlateSpin Flexible Images
Reduce recovery costs by maintaining a library of 
hardware independent images which can be 
deployed to any hardware make or model to 
recover the workload. This option is ideal for 
offsite hosted recovery where similar hardware is 
not always available or when the recovery process 
needs to be tested on a regular basis.  

Ease-of-Use 

Automatic Discovery
Automatically discover existing physical or virtual 
machines throughout the network for complete 
visibility into the data center landscape including 
hardware, OS, services and application inventory. 
Simply consolidate or protect job configuration by 
using discovered workload details.

Task-based Wizards/Drag-and-drop Interface 
With intuitive built-in workflows, PowerConvert 
reduces learning curves and simplifies workload 
relocation, protection and provisioning activities. 
Use the drag-and-drop interface to move, copy, 
protect, capture or deploy workloads. Intuitive 
task-based wizards for common actions and 
advanced job configuration capabilities make the 
process of configuring jobs easier and more reliable. 
Job reporting may be used to easily create the 
reports required for regulatory compliance or to 
qualify for utility rebates for power and cooling 
reductions and green computing initiatives. 

On-the-fly Configuration
Reconfigure and right-size CPU, disk, memory and 
network resources on-the-fly to adjust to changing 
workloads and target machine resources. Change 
critical parameters on restore and right-size the 
target server to match workload demands.

Multiple Image Support
Reuse and redeploy PlateSpin Flexible Images or 
leverage existing third-party image inventories over 
and over, across different hardware for quick 
conversion deployment. Capture the image once, 
reuse it repeatedly.

Remote Control
With no agents, boot CDs or physical contact with 
source or target machines required, PowerConvert 
provides a single control point, saving time and 
costs associated with having IT staff on site at 
remote locations.1

PowerSDK
Easily integrate PlateSpin’s patent-pending workload 
portability technology into applications through 
industry-standard protocols. The rich object-based 
.NET API provides an ideal integration point for 
in-house and commercial management systems.

System Requirements

PowerConvert Server 
• Windows 2000 Server (SP4) 
• Windows 2000 Advanced Server (SP4) 
• Windows 2003 Server 

PowerConvert Client  
• Windows 2000 Server (SP4) 
• Windows 2000 Advanced Server (SP4) 
• Windows XP 
• Windows 2003 Server 

IIS 5.0 and up and the .NET Framework 2.0 
(including ASP.NET) must be installed prior to 
installing the PowerConvert Server and Client 

Disk Requirements 
• 1.5 GB of free disk space 

Memory Requirements 
• Minimum 512 MB of RAM

Broad Platform Support

 Virtual Machines 
• VMware® Infrastructure 3 
• VMware® ESX Server 2.1 and higher 
• VMware® Server 
• Microsoft Virtual Server 2005 and 2005 R2 
• Virtual Iron 3.1 * 
• XenSource 3.1 * 

 Operating Systems 
• Windows NT Server (SP4, SP6a) ** 
• Windows 2000 Server 
• Windows 2000 Advanced Server 
• Windows 2003 Server 
• Windows 2003 Server R2 
• Windows XP Professional (SP2) 
• Red Hat Linux (7.3, 8.0) ** 
• Red Hat Enterprise Linux (AS/ES 3.0, 4.0) ** 
• SUSE Linux Enterprise (9.0) ** 

Image Archives  
• Acronis® True ImageTM 
• Symantec® LiveStateTM 
• PlateSpin Flexible Image Packages 
• Symantec® GhostTM *** 

Backup Solutions 
• Raw Volume Data *** 
• Veritas® Backup ExecTM *** 
• CA BrighStor ARCserv r11 *** 
• Double-Take® by Double-Take Software *** 

* Product packaging, pricing and system requirements may be subject to change.
1 Note: A short period of system downtime may be required for initial replication.

Solutions

Workload Relocation

Workload Provisioning

Workload Optimization

Workload Protection

Features

Physical-to-Virtual (P2V)

Physical-to-Physical (P2P)

Virtual-to-Virtual (V2V)

Virtual-to-Physical (V2P)

Flexible Image Capture

Flexible Image Deploy

Manual Incremental Transfers/
Server SyncTM

Automated Incremental
Transfers w/ Synchronization
Schedules

File-based Live Transfer

Block-level Live Transfer

Suitable Workloads

Stateless (middle-tier 
applications, presentation 
servers, web front-ends)

Low Transactional (DHCP, 
Infrastructure, non-critical 
databases)

High Transactional 
(Mail servers, critical databases)

Pricing

Project Edition

Per Use
Per Server
Workload

Per Server
Workload

Per Server
Workload

Ideal for one-time projects
such as server consolidation,
hardware migration and data 
center relocation

Standard Edition

Used for long-term data center 
initiatives such as server 
provisioning, ongoing workload 
management and optimization

Universal Edition

Includes all the features 
of Standard Edition plus 
workload protection and 
consolidated recovery 

Enterprise Edition

Offers the broadest support for 
all workloads in the data center 
(includes block-level transfer for 
high-transactional environments)

PowerConvert Packages/Feature Comparison*

1

PowerConvert Packages/Feature Comparison
With a choice of packages and affordable enterprise and project-based pricing options, PowerConvert is ideal for long-term enterprise data center 
optimization and disaster recovery initiatives as well as limited-duration projects. Usage-based pricing provides a low-cost entry point for customers and 
system integrators to use PowerConvert for multiple projects. Workload-based pricing allows PowerConvert to perform recurring workload movement 
from source to target hosts at no additional cost for solutions like disaster recovery.     

1 For bare metal devices (servers without operating systems), a PlateSpin boot-CD may be required to take control of the server. 
* Virtual Machines treated as physical targets    ** Supported for X2V only    *** Supported as Raw Volume Data 
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PlateSpin provides the most advanced data center automation solutions designed to 
optimize the use of server resources across the enterprise. PlateSpin technology liberates 
software from hardware and streams server workloads over the network between any 
physical or virtual machine. Global 2000 companies use PlateSpin solutions to lower costs, 
improve service levels and solve today’s most critical data center challenges including 
server consolidation, disaster recovery and hardware migration. 

PlateSpin’s patent-pending conversion and optimization technology transforms the 
enterprise data center by breaking the dependency between hardware infrastructure and 
server software. Organizations can monitor and manage server workloads to ensure the 
best fit between server resources and application demands. By enabling the free and 
flexible interchange of data, applications and operating systems with a simple drag and 
drop, PlateSpin brings greater flexibility and new efficiencies to the data center. 




